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In a tasting of American Cabernet Sauvignon from the 2005 vintage that cost between $50 and $75, these were our favorites. We
generally drink fine Cabernet with simple yet elegant meals, such as steak or a roast, to let the wine show off its complexity.
These will generally age well for at least a few years. Prices on these wines are not nearly as flexible as we would have guessed.
As we also discovered when we shopped for bargains on expensive Chardonnay, we sometimes spotted these online for low prices
and then, when we ordered them, found that they weren’t actually available. It reminded us of John's father, who always used to
say: “Gas stations can afford to post low prices when they're closed.”

Antica (Antinori Family Estate)
(Napa Valley).

$50". Very Good/Delicious.

Best of tasting (tie) and best value. Looks
delicious—dark and pretty—and smells deli-
cious, too, with roasted blackberries and
blueberries, minerals, plums and other very
ripe, dark fruits. Even a hint of black olive.
Serious wine, with good acidity, fine fruit-oak
balance and a very long, blackberry finish. A
wine of breeding. Could age beautifully,

Duckhorn Vineyards (Napa Valley).

$65°. Very Good/Delicious. Best of tast-
ing (tie). Smells crisp and structured and
indeed it is. Juicy and nicely restrained.
Quite elegant and beautifully made. Regal
instead of brawny. Calls out for the sweet
juice of a rare steak. Duckhorn’s Merlot is a

winner, too, and this is 25% Merlot.

B.R. Cohn Winery 'Olive Hill Estate
Vineyards’ (Sonoma Valley).

$50. Very Good. Old favorite. Intense, tight
and ageable, with good structure, a bit of
tobacco on the nose and a nice hint of min-
erals. Ripe fruit and good balance.

Mount Eden Vineyards (Estate
Bottled, Santa Cruz Mountains).

$54.99. Very Good. Sun-ripened blackber-

ries and sage on the nose, along with some
cedar and sandalwood. Classy taste, with
black cherries and bittersweet chocolate and
good, spiky acidity.

Barnett Vineyards (Spring
Mountain District, Napa Valley).

$54.99. Good/Very Good. Thoughtfully
made and interesting. A highly personal
wine, with big, soul-satisfying fruit. Not as
complex as we'd hope, but we like the vision.

Note: Wines are rated on a scale that ranges: Yech,
0K, Good, Very Good, Delicious and Delicious! These
are the prices we paid at stores in California, Hlinois,
New Jersey and New York. “We paid $59.99 for Antica
and Duckhorn and $57.59 for Goldschmidt, but these
prices appear more representative, Prices vary widely.




